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Dr. Joseph H. Willits 
Director for Social Sciences 
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49 ~ast 49th Street 
New York, New York 

D8ar Dr. Willits: 

I appreciated a great deal the opportunity to describe to you 
the ~~rk I have been doing for the last ye and a half in the general 
field of c1v1 liberties, · nd to discuss v,'ith you the possibility 
of securing some financial support for it. 

Some of this work has been of an individual rnd person~l nature, 
comprising a fairly steady stream of articl ,s ·nd p~aphlets. I am ./ 
sending you sepa.r·ately wine of these publicatioru:. In..-addit.i.on, I \ 
hl've been directing tlie act-1vities of., Special Co:l'.r1ittee on Civil 
Liberties creat din the Epri.ng of 1942,At "Tly suggPstion, as a sub-
committee of the Com:nittee on Governzn"'nt of the Social Science Re-

h -t ,' searc Council. As Chairman of this Co .ittee, I have had about 1000 
per ye&r for office expense and truvel. Our Colll.'nittee has been given 
~1500 to support a study now in progress of the management of the 
Conscientious Objector problem during the present Wf:ir. I think mney 
for one or two other small projects ,night be sec11.red from the Co . .1-
mi ttee on Governmnnt. That Committee, however, las other irons in 
the fire ~na cannot., from its li;!li ted budg<>t..,. )'iv us assurances on 
which to plqn anything but pretty limited and ~d hoc projects. 

Because of unforeseen circ~nstances, this haa <ill turned out 
to be pretty much a one-::i.nn enterp1·i i::e. The o tho I s.1be.rs of the 
Special Committee on Civil Liberties hcve b .en ebeo bed in ot ~r 
thiDf!S ~nd have been able to do littl beyond iving me criticism 
Gnd counsel. y own interest in the p~oblems of civil liberty has 
grown incr-=-Psingly deep. I !';hAll continui: to devote as much t.ime 
and energy to them as I possibl csn for the ne three or four years 
at least. Frankly, I have no desire to £et up any elaborate es-
tabJ i sh.1"'nt or organization •1hich ulci burden me .i th substantial 
0 d.. inistrative responsibilities. I should lik to continue to ork 
along somewhat modestl ln about the way I have been doing, with time 
and energy left for a ~ood deal of i:esenrch 1 nc.1 writing of my own. 
At the sa.ie tiJ1e, 1hat I have been able thus fe ... to cco:nplish con-
vinces me tl at with somewh~1t more generous financlal support I can 
accomplish a good deal mo e. 
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If this financial support should be .nade ava.i.lablA, the acti vi-
ties in the field of civil liberties v,hich I have referred to could 
be centered and strengthened in •,1hrt I should propo.se to call the 
Cornell P.esearch in Civil Liberties. President Da:;, agrees v,i th me 
that such funds could be ,.iore effectively emplo ed if Allocated to 
Cornell Uni verFi ty than would be the case if they v ere us signed to 
the Special Co r.i ttee on Civil Liberties of the Social Science Re-
search Council. D,... "Robert T. Crf-'ne of the S.S. R. c. has written me 
to express the s1...m.:: opinion. I find that it would still be possible 
to keep the Special Co-nllittee on Civil Liberties F-.S an Hdvisory body, 
ev n though financl&l support for th dGrk cleared throu€h other 
channels. 

I a ·1 sendjng you here i th a mem&u:lmd m ,,,ir.bodyiru,- my ide- s 
about this whole -project. This :'alls into four perts, in which I 
have indicated what I believe to bP the purpose <'lnd value of this 
enterprise ; what has been Pccomplished so far ; ,hat I believe can be 
acco"'1plifhed; end, finf'llj', ~' budget indicet i ng how funds would be 
spent. 

If fin~nciel support for this plon can be secured from the 
Rockefeller Foundation, I a.m. convinced tb2t a piece of vork can be 
done which will be of €'ermine public importf,nce :md value. I greatly 
appreciate the intere1:lt you have :;bovm in thB matter r nd I tub- plea-
sure in submitting the out in~ rf th~ plan for the co~n~ll Res6arch 
in Civil Liberties for your further consideratiou. 

With best regards, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Mwt!.C:,~ 
Robert E. Cusb.ilian 
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